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The Congregation… 
 

First Presbyterian Church is a congregation of 230 members with an 

average weekend worship attendance of about 120 (20 on Saturday night and 

100 on Sunday morning).  Situated within sight of downtown Louisville, 

Jeffersonville is a growing city of about 45,000.  First Presbyterian Church is 

located two blocks from the Ohio River in an old downtown neighborhood that is 

witnessing a great deal of change with the construction of the Big 4 Pedestrian 

Bridge and the Ohio River Bridges project.  The church’s building is a well-

maintained historic facility, parts of which date to the 1860s. 
 

First Prez takes pride in a beautiful sanctuary and strong music program; 

committed and capable lay leadership; ecumenical partnerships with other 

downtown churches and mission organizations; a vital Sunday school for 

children; an open, welcoming spirit; a willingness to try new things; the variety 

found in its three weekly worship services (Sunday morning, Wednesday night 

and Saturday night); and a long tradition of being a field-education placement 

for Louisville Seminary.   
 

The Session is currently seeking to discern how best to cultivate a 

congregational life and ministry that will prove fruitful, inviting and 

sustainable in what are likely to be challenging times ahead for the PC(USA).  

As best we can tell, this task will include: welcoming visitors and receiving and 

assimilating new members; providing Christian nurture and pastoral care for 

our current members; ministering well to youth and college students; renewing 

our worship life; providing for the ongoing maintenance of church properties; 

promoting the growth of our endowment; increasing our mission support and 

involvement; and raising our level of visibility in the community.  We invite and 

encourage our student pastors to be part of this effort. 
 

Don Summerfield began serving as pastor of First Presbyterian Church in 

November of 1996.  He follows interim pastor Alan Sorem, and pastor-emeritus 

Jim Brown whose tenure began in 1979.  Marlene Hall serves as church 

secretary, and our part-time staff includes Roger Hott (chancel choir director), 

Judy Diekhoff (organist), Trish Hammett (bell choir director), Steve Inman 

(Saturday night band director), Glenda Hott (children’s choir director) and 

Mindy Inman (church sexton).   
 

Additional information about our church is available at www.1stprez.org.  

http://www.1stprez.org/



