
The Inauguration and Installation of The Rev. Dr. Alton B. Pollard, III
as the tenth president of Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary

Pre-Inauguration Thank-You Dinner 
Friday, April 26, 2019 @ 5:00 p.m.
Louisville Seminary, Gardencourt

Welcome and Blessing 

Dinner

Thank-You to Contributors

Presentation to the Rev. Dr. Alton B. Pollard, III

Closing Remarks

NOTE 
At 6:15, those participating in the inauguration processional 

must go to Nelson Hall to robe and organize.



SPECIAL THANKS TO THE INDIVIDUALS WHO MADE THIS INAUGURATION WEEK POSSIBLE

Sponsors
Anonymous (2)
Rev. Dr. W. Glen and Mrs. Anne D. Bell
Mary Gene Boteler (‘78) and Rick Nutt (‘80) 
Rev. Dr. Christian D. Boyd (‘01)
Richard H. C. and Elizabeth Flanders (‘87) Clay
Dr. Robert M. Close, Jr. (‘68)
Mrs. Katherine L. Davis
Rev. Lant B. (‘01) and Dr. Amanda N. Davis
Mr. Daniel H. and Mrs. Andrea E. Ellinor
Mr. Zack D. and Ms. Glinda K. Ellison
Revs. Terry L. (‘95) and Anne K. (‘96) Epling
Rev. Karol J. Farris (‘14)
First Presbyterian Church (Sarasota, Florida)
Mrs. Lea H. Fischbach
Lyle and Mary Diane Hanna
Hanover College
Mr. James and Mrs. Sara Haynes
Joanna E. Hipp (‘14)
Mrs. Anna B. and Mr. Donald M. James
Rev. Steven P. and Mrs. Diana S. Jester
Bari S. Johnson
Dr. Pamela G. Kidd and Rev. Dr. Riley E. Jensen
Ms. Lucy Lincoln
Mr. C. Sumpter and Mrs. Linda W. Logan
Rev. Nelson E. Lumm (‘68)
Lynn Gant March (‘81/’87) and Gene March 
Mr. Kenneth T. McClellan
Rev. Dr. Amariah A. McIntosh (‘01/’14)
Ms. Kathryn A. Minx and Mr. Allen F. Lessie
Rev. Dr. William (‘06) and Ms. Sommer Mullins
Mr. Joseph J. Nash
Rev. Dr. Isaac K. Njuguna (‘75/’79)
The Rev. Patrick H. O’Connor
Dr. Richard and Mrs. Elizabeth Otts
Mr. Wade B. and Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Perry
Dorothy S. Ridings
Ross Royce
Rev. Karen Schlack (‘04)
Ms. Betty Louis Sheppard
Dr. Anne C. and Rev. Dr. Rollin Steele
Ms. Lucy D. Steilberg
Mr.  Tim and Mrs. Jane Stoepker
Ms. Judith R. Stubbs, LMFT (‘97)
The Rev. Dr. Rollin H. Tarter (‘67/’07)
The Rev. Dr. Marian McClure Taylor (‘95)
Verizon Foundation
Rev. Anne F. Vouga (‘08)
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Walthall 
Kendrick and Claudia Wells
Rev. Polly W. Williams (‘97)

Honorary Inauguration Committee
Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II (MDiv ’02) 
Stated Clerk, General Assembly, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

Rev. Dr. Dianne Moffett 
President/Executive Director, Presbyterian Mission Agency, 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

Rev. Terry Newland (MDiv ’78) 
Synod Executive, Synod of Living Waters

Rev. Dr. Kevin W. Cosby 
President, Simmons College of Kentucky

Dr. Muhammad Babar 
President, Muslim Americans for Compassion

Geshe Kalsang Rapgyal 
Drepung Gomang Center for Engaging Compassion

Rev. Mark M. Hamilton 
Ecumenical and Interreligious Officer, Archdiocese of 
Louisville

Mr. Janardhanan Alse 
Board Chair, Hindu Temple of Kentucky

Rev. Dr. Samuel C. Tolbert, Jr. 
President, National Baptist Convention of America 
International, Inc.

Rabbi Joe Rooks Rapport 
Senior Rabbi, The Temple - Congregation Adath Israel Brith 
Sholom

Bishop Teresa Jefferson-Snorton 
Presiding Bishop, Fifth Episcopal District, Christian Methodist 
Episcopal Church

Ms. Sadiqa N. Reynolds, Esq. 
President and CEO, Louisville Urban League

Ms. Haleh Karim 
Executive Director, Interfaith Paths to Peace

Bishop Darryl B. Starnes 
Bishop, Mid-West District, African Methodist Episcopal Zion 
Church

Bishop Jeffrey Leath 
Bishop, Thirteenth Episcopal District, African Methodist 
Episcopal Church

Rt. Rev. Terry White, D.D. 
VIII Bishop, Episcopal Diocese of Kentucky



Inauguration Planning Committees
Committee Logistics
Elizabeth Clay (MDiv ’87), Event Chair
Lynette Brown-Sow
Chris Wooton
Delores Brisbon

Inauguration Service
Mary Gene Boteler (MDiv ’78)
Marcus Hong

Howard Thurman Film Screening
Judy Stubbs (MDiv/MAMFT ’97)
Chandra Irvin (MDiv ’15)
Elizabeth Anderson

Student Planning
Viisha P. Souza (MDiv Candidate)
Angela Overton (MDiv Candidate)
Roger Veliquette (MDiv Candidate)
Andrea Trautwein (MAMFT Candidate)
Stachelle Bussey (MDiv Candidate)
Dana Seay (MDiv Candidate)
Theresa Durham (MDiv Candidate)

Faculty Planning
Shannon Craigo-Snell
Debra Mumford
Matthew Collins

Alum Planning
Kilen Gray (MDiv ’02, DMin ’16)
Polly Williams (MDiv ’97)
Amariah McIntosh (MDiv ’01, DMin ’14)
Shawn Stinson (MAMFT ’10)
Doris Evans (MDiv ’18)

Community Engagement
Cynthia M. Campbell
Kevin Burns
Jason Crosby
Angela Johnson (MDiv ‘13, DMin Candidate)
Helen Jones
Megan McCarty (MDiv/MAMFT ‘18)
Joe Phelps

Fundraising
Lyle Hanna
Anne Monell
Erin Hamilton
Beth Henley

Budget and Finance
Angela Traylor

Louisville Seminary Board of Trustees
Glen Bell, Sarasota, FL
Mary Gene Boteler, Westerville, OH
Daniel Bradley, Davis, CA
Elizabeth Clay, Louisville, KY
Lant B. Davis, Birmingham, AL
Laurie Laidlaw Deacon, Gates Mills, OH
Amos J. Disasa, Dallas, TX
Nancy M. Falls, Nashville, TN
Lyle S. Hanna, Lexington, KY
Laurance R. Hoagland, Jr., Woodside, CA
Anna B. James, Birmingham, AL
Bari S. Johnson, Grand Haven, MI
C. Sumpter Logan, Jr., Southlake, TX
Kenneth McClellan, Nashville, TN
Kathryn A. Minx, Tucson, AZ
Joseph Nash, Greenville, MS
Patrick H. O’Connor, Jamaica, NY
Elizabeth Lutz Otts, Mobile, AL
Alton B. Pollard, III, President, Louisville Seminary
Donald J. Ridings, Jr., Chevy Chase, MD 
Betty Louis Sheppard, Memphis, TN
Anne Steele, Gates Mills, OH
Tim Stoepker, Grand Haven, MI
Lee Walthall, Birmingham, AL
Polly Williams, Waxahachie, TX

To celebrate the installation and 
inauguration of the Rev. Dr. Alton B. 
Pollard, III as Louisville Presbyterian 

Theological Seminary’s tenth 
president, Louisville Seminary 

presents a series of events that 
celebrates the unconditional and 
everlasting love that God has for 
all people of every creed, color, 
gender, sexual orientation, and 

circumstance. And so the Louisville 
Seminary Community accepts 
the invitation, the challenges, 

and the rewards of emphasizing 
“Whosoever: A Divine Invitation” 

as the foundation for engaging the 
world and building bridges between 

God and humanity.

WHOSOEVER: A DIVINE INVITATION

Communications
Chris Wooton
Jean Herp
Beth Henley
Heather Griffin
Emma Loane (MDiv Candidate)
Sarah Hong

Support
Susan DiLuca
Jean Newman
Anne Steele
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The Rev. Dr. Alton B. Pollard, III
President and Professor of Religion and Culture
Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary

On June 7, 2018, the Louisville Seminary Board of Trustees appointed the Rev. Dr. Alton B. Pollard, 
III as Louisville Seminary’s tenth president. Pollard formally began his service with Louisville Seminary 
on September 3, 2018.

A scholar, author, consultant, and speaker on the subject of African American and U.S. religion and 
culture, Pollard was previously dean of the School of Divinity and professor of Religion and Culture at 
Howard University in Washington, D.C.

Pollard said he was drawn both by the history and the current trajectory of Louisville Seminary.

“Rare is the theological institution today that innovates well in contemporary society, 
modeling theological education for just inclusivity in an increasingly diverse world,” Pollard 
said. “As much of our society is focused on division, I will ensure that Louisville Seminary 
will continue to build bridges between people of different religious, social, and cultural 
perspectives, through teaching and scholarship, and the preparation of persons for lives of 
faithful witness and public service.”

Prior to his eleven years at Howard University, Pollard served as director of Black Church Studies and 
chair of American Religious Cultures at Emory University, and taught at Wake Forest University and 
St. Olaf College. He earned degrees from Duke University, Harvard University Divinity School, and 
Fisk University.

Pollard is the author of Mysticism and Social Change: The Social Witness of Howard Thurman (1992); 
editor of an edition of W.E.B. DuBois’s The Negro Church (2011); and co-author of Helpers for a 
Healing Community: A Pastoral Care Manual for HIV/AIDS (2006). He has also edited and co-edited 
several volumes including How Long This Road: Race, Religion and the Legacy of C. Eric Lincoln 
(2003); The Papers of Howard Washington Thurman Volumes I and II (2009); and The Black Church 
Studies Reader (2016). He has also written dozens of book chapters, journal articles, and op-eds.

He serves on the Board of Directors for the In Trust Center for Theological Schools and the Advisory 
Committee for the Luce Fund for Theological Education. He served on the Board of Commissioners 
for the Association of Theological Schools from 2010-2016 and was chair from 2014-2016. A native 
of St. Paul, Minnesota, Pollard and his wife, Jessica, have two adult children and one grandson.


