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EXEGESIS OF MARK

Dr. Marion L. Soards Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary
Fall Semester 2013 Louisville, Kentucky

The main purpose of this exegesis course is to read the Greek text of the Gospel
according to Mark carefully and with discernment. While a direct encounter with the text
of the Gospel will set the itinerary for our work, we will explore critical issues in the
interpretation of Mark and survey prominent scholarly literature all along the way. In
addition to basic matters of translation and historical-critical understanding of the text, we
will reflect upon theological issues as these arise from our encounter with the Gospel.

Course Requirements
1. Regular attendance, preparation, and participation.

2. Preparation of two exegetical working paper (3 single-spaced pages maximum). For
each class session one student or more will prepare a paper on a portion of the text
under consideration. Guidelines for these papers are given in the additional handout,
"Guidelines for Exegetical Working Papers.” These papers are to be distributed to the
class by the end of the session preceding the discussion of the passage.

3. For each discussion session, students should read the pertinent portion of Daniel J.
Harrington’s What Are They Saying About Mark? They should then compose two to
three incisive questions related to the Gospel according to Mark and its interpretation.

4. Finally, each student will engage in original exegesis in order to produce a double-
spaced typewritten paper of approximately 3000-4500 words, not including title page
and bibliography (if any). Due: Dec. 9 by 4:00 p.m.

Grading

1. Attendance and preparation for the class, as indicated by cogent participation in the
sessions, will account for 20% of the course credit.

2. The two brief exegetical working papers will account for 40% of the course credit.
Papers that are late in being distributed will be marked down one full letter grade for
each day that they are overdue.



3. The original research presented in the final paper will account for 40% of the course
credit. Papers that are late will be marked down one full letter grade for each day that
they are overdue.

Books
Each student is required to have and read the appropriate materials in the following:
1. The Gospel according to Mark in a Greek New Testament--preferably the
Nestle-Aland 27" or 28" edition. Or, if you want to use a Greek Gospel

Parallels that will be fine.

2. Harrington, Daniel J. What Are They Saying About Mark? New Y ork:
Paulist, 2004.

3. France, R. T. The Gospel of Mark: A Commentary on the Greek Text. New
International Greek Testament Commentary. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans,
2002.

Highly recommended, though not required:

Collins, Adela Yarbro. Mark: A Commentary. Hermeneia. Minneapolis, MN:
Fortress, 2007.

R. A. Culpepper. Mark. Vol. 20, The Smyth & Helwys Bible Commentary.
Macon, GA: Smyth & Helwys, 2007.

SCHEDULE

For each exegetical class session students should read the assigned portions of Mark in
Greek and the relevant portions of France’s commentary. For the discussion sessions
students should read the assigned materials in Harrington.

Other reading is strongly encouraged: E.g., study other commentaries—those by C. A.
Evans, J. Gnilka, R. H. Gundry, R. Guelich, M. Hooker, W. Lane, D. Lithrmann, J.
Marcus, R. Pesch, E. Schweizer, V. Taylor, and A. Y. Collins are outstanding; consult G.
Kittel and G. Friedrich, eds., Theological Dictionary of the New Testament or H. Balz and
G. Schneider, eds., Exegetical Dictionary of the New Testament on important words in
the passages; read important journal articles and monographs referred to in the
bibliographies of the commentaries you are using or that you locate through New
Testament Abstracts. Furthermore, see what early church authors, and Luther, Calvin,
and Wesley (and others) had to say about the passage; read and reflect upon the text in
relation to the whole of Mark and in conjunction with other pertinent ancient literature.



September 6

September 11

September 13

September 18
September 20
September 25
September 27

October 2

October 4
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October 25

October 30

November 1
November 6
November 8
November 13

November 15

November 20

Orientation to the Work
Mark, The Synoptic Problem, and Exegesis
Assignment: ¢ Read Mark in English;

* France, 1-45.

Consideration of "Critical Issues" of Interpretation
Assignment: ¢ Harrington, 1-9, 69-89.

Mark 1:1-45 -- The beginning of the Gospel ...
Mark 1:1-45 -- The beginning of the Gospel ...
Mark 2:1-3:35 -- Controversy discourses
Mark 2:1-3:35 -- Controversy discourses

Literary Studies
Assignment: ¢ Harrington, 10-28.

Mark 4:1-34 -- Parables

Mark 4:35-5:43 -- Who then is this ...?

Mark 6:1-29; 7:1-37 -- He came to his own country ...
Mark 6:30-56; 8:1-21 -- Loaves and Fishes

No Class

Theological Studies
Assignment: e« Harrington, 29-48.

Mark 8:22-10:52 -- Being Disciples to the Crucified One
Mark 8:22-10:52 -- Being Disciples to the Crucified One
Mark 11:1-33 -- Not the season for figs ...

Mark 12:1-44 -- The stone which the builders rejected ...

Historical Studies
Assignment: e« Harrington, 49-68.

Mark 13:1-37 -- The Apocalyptic Discourse



November 22 Mark 14:1-15:47 -- The Passion Narrative

November 27 No Class
December 4 Mark 14:1-15:47 -- The Passion Narrative
December 6 Mark 16:1-8 & Longer Texts -- Endings
December 9 Papers are due by 4:00 p.m.
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Policy Statements
Use of Inclusive Language

In accordance with seminary policy, students are to use inclusive language in class
discussions and in written and oral communication by using language representative of
the whole human community in respect to gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, age, and
physical and intellectual capacities. Direct quotations from theological texts and
translations of the Bible do not have to be altered to conform to this policy. In your own
writing, however, when referring to God, you are encouraged to use a variety of images
and metaphors, reflecting the richness of the Bible’s images for God. For more
information, see:
http://www.lpts.edu/academics/academic-resources/academic-support-center/online-
writing-lab/avoiding-gender-bias

Academic Honesty

All work turned in to the instructors is expected to be the work of the student whose name
appears on the assignment. Any borrowing of the ideas or the words of others must be
acknowledged by quotation marks (where appropriate) and by citation of author and
source. Use of another’s language or ideas from online resources is included in this
policy, and must be attributed to author and source of the work being cited. Failure to do
so constitutes plagiarism, and may result in failure of the course. Two occurrences of
plagiarism may result in dismissal from the Seminary. Students unfamiliar with issues
related to academic honesty can find help from the staff in the Academic Support Center.
For more information, see the Policy for Academic Honesty in the Student Handbook.

Special Accommodations

Students requiring accommaodations for a documented physical or learning disability
should be in contact with the Director of the Academic Support Center
(kmapes@Ipts.edu) during the first two weeks of a semester (or before the semester
begins) and should speak with the instructor as soon as possible to arrange appropriate
adjustments. Students with environmental or other sensitivities that may affect their
learning are also encouraged to speak with the instructor.

Citation Policy

Citations in your papers should follow Seminary standards, which are based on these
guides:

« American Psychological Association. Publication Manual of the American
Psychological Association. 6th ed. Washington, DC: American Psychological
Association, 2010.

« Turabian, Kate L., Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams. A
Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations: Chicago Style


http://www.lpts.edu/academics/academic-resources/academic-support-center/online-writing-lab/avoiding-gender-bias
http://www.lpts.edu/academics/academic-resources/academic-support-center/online-writing-lab/avoiding-gender-bias

for Students and Researchers. 8th ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
2013.

* The Chicago Manual of Style. 16th ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2010.
Copies of these guides are available at the library and in the Academic Support Center.

Attendance Policy

According to the Seminary catalog, students are expected to attend class meetings
regularly. In case of illness or emergency, students are asked to notify the instructor of
their planned absence from class, either prior to the session or within 24 hours of the class
session. Six or more absences (1/4 of the course) may result in a low or failing grade in
the course.



