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Instructor: 

African American Religions: 
Migration, Innovation, and Liberation in the 20th Century 

TH 2413 
Spring 2025  

Thursday 3:00-5:50pm 
Location: Schlegel Hall 120 

Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary 
Format: Seminar 

Rev. Dr. Perzavia Praylow 
She/Her 
Schlegel 302 
217-714-4321 
ppraylow@lpts.edu 
Office Hours: By appointment on Tuesdays (afternoon) and Thursday (morning). 

 
Course Description: 

 
Your country. How came it yours? Before the Pilgrims landed we were here. Here we have brought 
our three gifts and mingled then with yours: a gift of story and song–soft, stirring, melody in an ill- 
harmonized and unmelodious land; the gift of sweat and brawn to . . . conquer the soil, and lay the 
foundations of this vast economic empire two hundred years earlier than your weak hands could 
have done it; the third, a gift of the spirit. 

-W. E. B. Du Bois 

It is evident that the opening lines of “Go Down, Moses,” 
Go down, Moses, 
‘Way down in Egypt land;’ 
Tell old Pharaoh, 
Let my people go. 

have a significance beyond the bondage of Israel in Egypt. 
-James Weldon Johnson 

O, let America be America again-- The land that never has been yet-- And yet must be--the land 
where every man is free. The land that's mine--the poor man’s, Indian’s, Negro’s, ME-- Who made 
America, Whose sweat and blood, whose faith and pain, Whose hand at the foundry, whose plow in 
the rain, Must bring back our mighty dream again. 

-Langston Hughes 

History does not refer merely, or even principally, to the past. On the contrary, the great force of 
history comes from the fact that we carry it within us, unconsciously controlled by it in many ways, 
and history is literally present in all that we do. 

-James Baldwin 

mailto:ppraylow@lpts.edu
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American history is longer, larger, more various, more beautiful and more terrible than anything 
anyone has ever said about it…. 

-James Baldwin 

Still, instead of this irrational society warping my delicate little psyche, it only drove me, ultimately, 
to the conclusion that any black human being able to survive the horrendous and evil circumstances 
in which one inevitably finds oneself trapped must be some kind of a giant with great and peculiar 
abilities, with an armor as resistant as steel yet made of purest gold. 

-Abbey Lincoln 

To talk about race in America is to explore the wilderness inside ourselves and to come to terms 
with a history that we’d rather conceal. 

-Cornel West 

Ethical discussions about race, sex, and class and their effects initiate processes that clear 
away distorted, warped, imposed confusion that hampers and oftentimes paralyzes justice- 
making moral agency. 

- Katie Geneva Cannon 

This course provides an introduction to the wide variety and complexities of religious traditions and 
experiences of African Americans from the late 19th century through the 21st century, with 
attention to lynching, Jim Crow, the Great Migration, new religious movements, biblical 
interpretation, the Civil Rights and Black Power movements, Black and Womanist Theologies, 
collaborations between African American and Latinx Christian activists, trans-Atlantic connections 
to anti-colonial and anti-apartheid movements in the African diaspora, mass incarceration, police 
violence, and the Black Lives Matter movement. It will include attention to African American 
Catholic, Protestant, Pentecostal, Islamic, and African indigenous traditions. It uses a primarily 
historical lens, but will also be supplemented by theory and method from religious studies, biblical 
studies, theology, ethics, and sociology, as well as an intersectional analysis of the role of categories 
of gender, sexuality, and class in these traditions. 

 It also addresses how religions have enabled African Americans to survive and resist within a white 
supremacist American culture, as well as some of the roles religions have played in white racist 
ideas and practices. Prophetic and liberationist African American Christian traditions are a central 
focus of the course, especially in relation to the Civil Rights Movement and the development of 
Black Theology. However, the course will also attend to religious movements which do not easily 
fit into such a mold, such as Pentecostal traditions and the Nation of Islam. The course asks 
students to make connections between course material and current events and issues, enabling them 
to understand and address contemporary racial injustices. 

 
 

Purposes/Goals of the Course: 
 

Students will learn to ask and answer “historical” questions, trying to make sense of the past on its 
own terms, but also considering its implications for the present. Students will also develop skills for 
critical thinking, reading, research, writing, and discussion, as they respond to the issues of the 
course. 

There are no prerequisites for the course – it can serve as an introduction to religious history and 
African American religions, or as a way to build on prior study in the field. 



 

 
 

Praylow African American Religions Syllabus p. 3 of 14 
 

 

This course will usually engage with religious content in a descriptive and historical manner. We will 
learn about the history of religious traditions, and students are welcome to discuss their own 
engagement as practitioners in these or any other traditions in ways that are relevant to the course, 
but we will not make normative judgments either within or between these traditions. Keeping a 
historical focus will be challenging. Students are encouraged to investigate value-based assumptions 
in arguments they make and encounter in class and in texts, in a constructive and respectful manner. 

 
 

Learning Outcomes/Objectives: 

Students who complete this course will learn to: 

1. Identify persons, events, places, sources, and central themes in the historical development of 
African American religious traditions. (SLO 2). 
2. Explain the dynamic evolution of religious practices, beliefs, and institutions among persons of 
African descent in British North America and the United States. (SLO 2). 
3. Critically evaluate and understand primary sources from the past relevant to our course, and 
analyze them in historical perspective. (SLO 2). 
4. Develop a better-informed consciousness of their own (non-)religious past, in relation to the 
religious commitments of their families and communities, within the frame of African American or 
American religious history. (SLO 2, SLO 4). 
5. Recognize the role that contemporary circumstances play in creating bias and influencing 
historical interpretations, as well as the implications that this history have for contemporary 
circumstances. (SLO 2, SLO 3, SLO 4, SLO 5). 
6. Appreciate the richness, diversity, and complexity of the individuals, organizations, and 
perspectives involved in African American religious history, as well as commonalities between 
African American and American religious histories. (SLO 2, SLO 4). 
7. Acknowledge the importance of understanding the historical background of religion in the 
contemporary world. (SLO 2, SLO 3). 

In LPTS’s structure of assessment, these goals and objectives are most closely related to Master of 
Divinity Student Learning Outcome (SLO) 2: Students will learn to become skillful interpreters of the 
history of Christian experience. They also contribute to aspects of the following specified outcomes: 
SLO 1: Students will gain knowledge and understanding of the Bible, and the ability to use critical skills and 
educated imagination to interpret it in contemporary social and cultural contexts. SLO 3: Students will be able to 
think theologically and ethically in relation to particular traditions and contemporary needs. SLO 4: Students will 
demonstrate the ability to reflect critically and self-critically on relationships between Christian faith and various forms 
of systemic injustice. SLO 5: Students will acquire the knowledge and skillsets necessary for the practice of Christian 
ministry…. SLO 6: Can articulate own theological perspective, mindful of the global, multicultural, multi-religious 
context of contemporary ministry. 
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Materials:  Required texts: 

- Milton C. Sernett, ed., African American Religious History: A Documentary Witness. Second Edition. 
Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 1999. – Available as Library Ebook 

- Albert J. Raboteau, Canaan Land: A Religious History of African Americans. New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2001.  Available as Library Ebook 

- Herbert Robinson Marbury. Pillars of Cloud and Fire: The Politics of Exodus in African American Biblical 
Interpretation. New York: New York University Press, 2015. Available as Library Ebook 

- Judith Weisenfeld. New World A-Coming: Black Religion and Racial Identity During the Great Migration. 
New York: New York University Press, 2016. 

- AnneMarie Mingo. Have You Got Good Religion?: Black Women's Faith, Courage, and 
Moral Leadership in the Civil Rights Movement.  IL:  University of Illinois Press 2024.  
Available as Library Ebook 

Students are encouraged to purchase either used or Kindle versions of these materials. Other 
materials listed in the syllabus will be provided electronically via Canvas.  Four of the five books 
above are also available via Library Ebook/E-reserves can be accessed via the following link: 

https://lpts.on.worldcat.org/courseReserves/course/id/16212792 

 
Important Course Lectures and Dates: 
February 14, 2025, 12:00-3:00 pm 
AFRICAN AMERICAN READ-IN: LOVE & LIBERATION 
https://lpts.wufoo.com/forms/2025-african-american-readin 

 
February 26th-28th, 2025 
BLACK CHURCH STUDIES CONSULTATION: “CALL AND RESPONSE: THE 
BLACK CHURCH AT THE INTERSECTION OF FAITH AND ACTION” 

“Call and Response: The Black Church at the Intersection 
of Faith and Action” highlights the historic and ongoing role 
of the Black Church as a “place” of both spiritual faith and 
social action. While serving as a cornerstone of Black religious 
culture, the Black Church is both a place of spiritual 
transformation and a source of community impact providing a 
space for worship, community support and mobilization for 

social justice causes. Rooted in liberation theology, the Black Church connects biblical teachings 
to the struggle against oppression and mobilizes efforts for justice and equality. The Black 
Church has been a voice for social change, inspiring and engaging social action as an expression 
of Christian faith and witness. All worship services are inspired by the worship traditions and 
liberating witness of the Black Church and explore the BCS Consultation theme. 
To explore the schedule, learn more about our distinguished line-up of preachers and presenters, 
and to REGISTER, visit: lpts.edu/BCSC2025  Cost: $25/person - This event is open to the 
public. REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED!  No Cost for students! 
 

https://lpts.on.worldcat.org/courseReserves/course/id/16212792
https://lpts.wufoo.com/forms/2025-african-american-readin
https://www.lpts.edu/BCSC2025
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February 26th, 2025, 12:00-1:00 pm 
OPENING WORSHIP FOR THE BLACK CHURCH STUDIES CONSULTATION: 
“CALL AND RESPONSE: THE BLACK CHURCH AT THE INTERSECTION OF 
FAITH AND ACTION”  Meet Rev. Dr. F. Bruce Williams, our Black Church Studies 
Consultation Chapel preacher on Feb 26 at noon. As Senior Pastor of Bates Memorial 
Baptist Church, Dr. Williams has led impactful ministries in Louisville and beyond. 
Caldwell Chapel, Louisville Seminary 
Feb 26 | Noon - 1 PM 
Join us in person or online at lpts.edu/watchlive 
This worship service marks the start of the 2025 Black Church Studies Consultation.  
 
February 27th, 2025, 12:00-1:00 pm 
WORSHIP FOR THE BLACK CHURCH STUDIES CONSULTATION: “CALL AND 
RESPONSE: THE BLACK CHURCH AT THE INTERSECTION OF FAITH AND 
ACTION”    Join us for Black Church Studies Consultation Chapel on Feb 27 at noon with 
Rev. Dr. Leslie Callahan, Senior Pastor of St. Paul’s Baptist Church in Philadelphia, PA. 
Her prophetic voice and wisdom will inspire us to embrace faith at the intersection of social 
action. Don't miss it! 
Caldwell Chapel, Louisville Seminary 
Feb 27 | Noon - 1 PM 
Join us in person or online at lpts.edu/watchlive 
This worship service marks the start of the 2025 Black Church Studies Consultation.  

February 27th, 2025, 5:30 pm (ET) Reception & Ministry Resource Fair | 6:30 pm (ET) 
Lecture In-person & Online 

EDWARDS PEACEMAKING LECTURESHIP: Can I Get a Witness: Cultivating the 
Courage of Moral Leaders 

A powerful exploration of the faith, courage, and moral 
imagination of civil rights-era Black Churchwomen who 
risked everything to transform our world. This lecture will 
highlight the lived theology and ethics of Black women, 
showcasing their public witness and courageous resistance to 
social injustice. Their hope for a better future offers 
invaluable lessons for our moral challenges today. 

Dr. Annemarie Mingo will be at Louisville Seminary to 
deliver the lecture in person with an option for remote participants to join virtually. 

 REGISTER TODAY!   https://givebutter.com/2025Edwards 

 

 

 

 

https://www.lpts.edu/watchlive
https://www.lpts.edu/watchlive
https://givebutter.com/2025Edwards
https://givebutter.com/2025Edwards
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Assignments: All Due Dates Appear Throughout the Course Schedule 
Attendance and Discussion Participation (30%): Requirements: 1) attendance with reading 
completed, and 2) active participation in class. If students miss more than one class meeting without 
the instructor’s approval, there may be a deduction in the participation grade. More than three 
unexcused absences will result in a 0% for discussion participation. If illness or emergency prevents 
you from attending a class session, please notify the instructor prior to that class session if possible. 
Note that students are also required to meet individually with the instructor twice during the 
semester, to discuss their final papers and course progress (see below). Discussion is designed to 
improve students’ communication, reading, and comprehension skills. 

Family Religious History (5% - completion grade): Write a brief (3-5 pages) religious history 
of your family. This history should include at least the past two or more generations (you and your 
parent(s)/guardian(s)), if possible. This is an assignment in the broader field of (American/global) 
religious history, not necessarily in African American religious history, depending on your own 
identity. Its purpose is to help us all gain a sense of our personal connection to (African American) 
religious history. Go as far back as you can, on both sides of your family if possible. You might trace 
changes in affiliations with different denominations or houses of worship. Alternatively, you might 
trace commitments of conscience, perhaps without overt reference to “religion” (or even 
consciously anti-religious commitments) made by family members. Examine changes over time and 
what factors led to such changes, such as marriages, migrations, or theological/ideological 
disagreements. Students who do not know about a previous generation’s religious commitments and 
cannot find those answers through a phone call to a relative (such as students raised by foster 
parents or in a home for children, or students estranged from their parent(s)/guardian(s)), may write 
about their own history of commitments/attachments to religious institutions or their own public 
commitments of conscience, or they may come up with other creative ways to complete this 
assignment, in consultation with the instructor. Note, however, that this is not exercise in 
examining and defending one’s own religious beliefs. Rather it is an exercise in descriptive, historical 
analysis of what religious beliefs, practices, and affiliations your family has accepted or rejected over 
multiple generations. Email your completed assignment to the instructor, who will then forward it to 
all members of the class to enable class discussion. This assignment is not graded. However, failure 
to complete this assignment will result in a loss of 5% of your grade for the course. This 
assignment is due on Monday, February 17, at 5pm via canvas. (SLO 2, SLO 4, SLO 6) 

Media Presentations (20%): In pairs, on two separate occasions, students select, present, and lead 
fifteen-minute discussions on a current news story that addresses African American religions and/or 
race and religion in America. Students should email the instructor a link to the news story by 6pm 
the day before their presentation, which the instructor will then forward to the entire class. This is 
worth 10% of your final grade (5% for each presentation). This assignment is designed to help 
students make creative connections between course content and contemporary events. (SLO 2, SLO 
3, SLO 4, SLO 5).  Students should prepare a handout of their presentation and write a short 1-2 
page reflection.  Each student will write a reflection and each presentation is worth 10% each. 

Choose One: Worship Observation OR Oral History Interview (15% of final grade): 
- Worship Observation (15%): Observe a worship service in a predominantly or 

historically African American religious tradition such as AME, AME Zion, CME, or a 
predominantly black Muslim, Catholic, Baptist, or Presbyterian congregation, or a tradition of the 
African diaspora such as a Nigerian Pentecostal congregation. Worship services in settings with a 
large African American minority are also possibilities, with the instructor’s approval. If students 
identify with or have significant personal background in one of these traditions, they should attend 
services in a different tradition. This assignment is designed to enhance observational skills and to 
understand how historical traditions relate to contemporary practices. The observation should be 
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4-5 pages in length. Students should provide an initial description of the structures of the service, 
addressing the order of worship, prayers, rituals, positions of leaders and people, and the place of 
the arts. Next, they should explain the historical tradition, theology, and local characteristics that 
affect practices in these communities. Finally, they should explain how aspects of this worship 
service connect with other religious traditions, and how they reflect African American religious 
history in general. It is worth 15% of your final grade. (SLO 2, SLO 3, SLO 5, SLO 6). 
 

- Oral History Interview (15%): Students meet with an individual whose life experience is 
representative of African American religious life, and prepare a 4-5 page report on the interview. 
This assignment is designed to help students develop communication and interview skills, and to 
gain firsthand knowledge of the continued relevance of African American religious history. With the 
consent of the person interviewed, students may record and transcribe the interviews. However, 
recording and transcription are not required, nor are they central to this exercise. It is worth 15% of 
your final grade. (SLO 2, SLO 5) 

Final Paper: (30%) 
8-10 page primary source analysis paper. 
- Meeting #1 with the instructor to discuss your paper topic.  (Meetings #1 and #2 are each worth 
5% of your final grade. This is a completion grade… I expect everyone to give the full 5 points if 
you are prepared for and participate in both meetings.) 
- A paper proposal and preliminary bibliography.  (5% of final grade). 
- An outline and rough draft of paper is due. (5% of final grade). 
- Meeting #2 with the instructor to discuss paper and course progress. 
- A brief, ten-minute presentation of your research to the class on Thursday, May 8th (5% of final 
grade). 
- A final paper, 8-10 pages (double-spaced, standard font/size/margins), due Tuesday, May 13th, 
by 5pm (10% of final grade) (Students in SM 2003 Research Methods and Practices have a different final 
deadline). 
This assignment is designed to improve students’ skills in writing and in reading, understanding, and 
evaluating primary sources, and in making creative connections between sources. 
The papers will observe conventions of academic writing. Citations in your papers should follow the 
Seminary standard, which is based on these guides: 

Turabian, Kate L., Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams. A Manual 
for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations: Chicago Style for Students and Researchers. 8th ed. 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2013. 
The Chicago Manual of Style. 17th ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2017. 

Copies of these guides are available at the library and in the Academic Support Center (ASC). For 
help with citation, voice, development of argument, or other aspects of writing, students are 
encouraged to consult with the ASC early in the semester. 
(SLO 2, SLO 3, SLO 4, SLO 6) 

Note: Students who are writing a longer research paper as a part of the SM 2003 Research Methods and Practices 
course will have a reduced workload for other assignments in the course - see instructor for more information.
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Grading Scale: 

Your grade for the course will be calculated along the following percentage scale: 
 

A 93-100 C 73-76 
A- 90-92 C- 70-72 
B+ 87-89 D+ 67-69 
B 83-86 D 63-66 
B- 80-82 D- 60-62 
C+ 77-79 F 59 and below 

Grading for this course will seek to maintain standards commensurate with a graduate level of 
teaching and learning. Students should understand that assignments that are completed with a level 
of competence expected of graduate students—in ordinary language, “good” or “very good” work 
—earn a grade in the range of “B.” “A” work is work that exceeds basic expectations, in which there 
is a quality of originality in thought and execution that goes beyond the level of basic competence. 

 
 

Late or Missed Assignments: 

All written assignments are due, unless indicated otherwise, via email to the instructor by 11:59 pm on 
the date given in the syllabus. Students who encounter unusual obstacles to getting an assignment in 
may ask for an extension of the due date. They should contact the instructor to request an extension 
before the work comes due. They may speak to the instructor directly, but they are required to 
communicate by email so as to provide a record of the request. Extensions are granted solely at the 
discretion of the instructor. Assignments submitted late, when no extension has been granted, will 
be penalized in the grading by one letter grade increment for every day (a B+ paper becomes a B if 
one day late, a B- if two days, a C+ if three days, etc.). Assignments submitted more than ten days 
after the due date will not be accepted. Missing a quiz or a presentation will result in a zero for that 
assignment. 
N.B. When submitting late work (whether with an extension or not), always send an email notification to your 
instructor. 

 
Accessibility and Accommodation: 

All students are encouraged to meet with the instructor to discuss any concerns or issues relating to 
the course. If you require particular accommodation, let me know, and I am happy to assist. 
Students requiring accommodations for a documented physical or learning disability should be in 
contact with the Director of the Academic Support Center (bherrintonhodge@lpts.edu) during the 
first two weeks of a semester (or before the semester begins) and should speak with one of the 
instructors as soon as possible to arrange appropriate adjustments. Students with environmental or 
other sensitivities that may affect their learning are also encouraged to speak with one of the 
instructors. 

mailto:(bherrintonhodge@lpts.edu
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Use of Electronic Devices in Class: 
 

Do not send or read text messages during class. Cell phones should be turned off. In the event that 
you have a legitimate need to be accessible during class, you may ask the instructor for an exception 
to this rule. Laptops should not be used if you cannot trust yourself to restrict your use to note- 
taking and referring to the assigned primary source readings for the day. You may not access the 
Internet during class time unless specifically for purposes directly relevant to the course. Audio and/ 
or video recording of lectures/discussions is permissible only with the permission of the instructor. 
Any misuse of electronic devices during class time, including checking of email or social networking 
sites will negatively affect the course grade. 

 
Academic Honesty: 

All work turned in to the instructor is expected to be the work of the student whose name appears 
on the assignment. Any borrowing of the ideas or the words of others must be acknowledged by 
quotation marks (where appropriate) and by citation of author and source. Use of another’s 
language or ideas from online resources is included in this policy, and must be attributed to author 
and source of the work being cited. Failure to do so constitutes plagiarism, and may result in failure 
of the course. Two occurrences of plagiarism may result in dismissal from the Seminary. Students 
unfamiliar with issues related to academic honesty can find help from the staff in the Academic 
Support Center. For the Seminary policy, see the Policy for Academic Honesty in the Student 
Handbook. 

 
Communication: 

You are encouraged to meet with your instructor in person, by making an appointment by email at 
dclark@lpts.edu. I will try to respond to emails within 48 hours. Students are strongly encouraged to 
contact the instructor when they feel they need clarification on topics and questions that arise in the 
class, or when they are confronting significant challenges in their learning. 

 
Diversity and Respect: 

In your writing, reading, and discussion, please be respectful of others. This includes respect for 
other students and for your instructor, and it also includes respect for the authors of primary and 
secondary sources we will read this semester. While they will not be present to answer any criticisms, 
remember that they are or were people, too. Remember that it is usually harder to construct and 
vocalize a thought, than it is to criticize one. 

Respect for others includes a recognition and appreciation of diversities of various kinds: gender, 
race, ethnicity, sexuality, gender identity, religion or lack thereof, nationality, various kinds of abilities, 
age, parenting status, and much more. We are all learning together, and we all benefit from the 
presence in the classroom of people of a variety of backgrounds and perspectives. 

mailto:dclark@lpts.edu
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Inclusive Language: 
 

In accordance with seminary policy, students are to use inclusive language in class discussions and in 
written and oral communication by using language representative of the whole human community in 
respect to gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, age, and physical and intellectual capacities. Direct 
quotations from theological texts and translations of the Bible do not have to be altered to conform 
to this policy. In your own writing, however, when referring to God, you are encouraged to use a 
variety of images and metaphors, reflecting the richness of the Bible’s images for God. For more 
information, see http://www.lpts.edu/academics/academic-resources/guides-policies-and- 
handbooks/inclusive-and-expansive-language. 

 
 
 
 
 

Materials: 

Required texts: 

- Milton C. Sernett, ed., African American Religious History: A Documentary Witness. Second Edition. 
Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 1999. – Available as Library Ebook 

- Albert J. Raboteau, Canaan Land: A Religious History of African Americans. New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2001.  Available as Library Ebook 

- Herbert Robinson Marbury. Pillars of Cloud and Fire: The Politics of Exodus in African American Biblical 
Interpretation. New York: New York University Press, 2015. Available as Library Ebook 

- Judith Weisenfeld. New World A-Coming: Black Religion and Racial Identity During the Great Migration. 
New York: New York University Press, 2016. 

- AnneMarie Mingo. Have You Got Good Religion?: Black Women's Faith, Courage, and 
Moral Leadership in the Civil Rights Movement.  IL:  University of Illinois Press 2024.  
Available as Library Ebook 

Students are encouraged to purchase either used or Kindle versions of these materials. Other 
materials listed in the syllabus will be provided electronically via Canvas.  Four of the five books 
are also available via Library Ebook/E-reserves can be accessed via the following link: 

https://lpts.on.worldcat.org/courseReserves/course/id/16212792 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lpts.edu/academics/academic-resources/guides-policies-and-
https://lpts.on.worldcat.org/courseReserves/course/id/16212792
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Unit I: Introductions 
Thursday, February 6: 
Course Overview and Introductions 
 
Thursday, February 13: 
Introductions, Continued… 

       --Marbury, Pillars of Cloud and Fire, Introduction (pp. 1-12). 
      --Weisenfeld, New World A-Coming, Introduction (pp. 1-21). 
       --We will be joined in class by 10-12 African American Experience Day Admission Visit Students 
 

Monday, February 17, 5pm: Please post Family Religious Histories to Canvas! 

Thursday, February 20: 
        --Discussion of Family Religious Histories 

- Raboteau, Canaan Land, Ch. 4 (pp. 61-81). 
- Marbury, Pillars of Cloud and Fire, Introduction (pp. 1-12). 
- Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham, “The Black Church: A Gender Perspective,” in Fulop/Raboteau, 

African-American Religion, pp. 203-218 Article can be accessed via Canvas. 
 
Unit II: Innovation, Migration, and Exodus in the “Nadir” 

Special Invite: 
 

February 26th-28th, 2025 
BLACK CHURCH STUDIES CONSULTATION: “CALL AND RESPONSE: THE 
BLACK CHURCH AT THE INTERSECTION OF FAITH AND ACTION” 

“Call and Response: The Black Church at the Intersection 
of Faith and Action” highlights the historic and ongoing role 
of the Black Church as a “place” of both spiritual faith and 
social action. While serving as a cornerstone of Black religious 
culture, the Black Church is both a place of spiritual 
transformation and a source of community impact providing a 
space for worship, community support and mobilization for 

social justice causes. Rooted in liberation theology, the Black Church connects biblical teachings 
to the struggle against oppression and mobilizes efforts for justice and equality. The Black 
Church has been a voice for social change, inspiring and engaging social action as an expression 
of Christian faith and witness. All worship services are inspired by the worship traditions and 
liberating witness of the Black Church and explore the BCS Consultation theme. 
To explore the schedule, learn more about our distinguished line-up of preachers and presenters, 
and to REGISTER, visit: lpts.edu/BCSC2025  Cost: $25/person - This event is open to the 
public. REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED!  No Cost for students! 

 

 

 

 

https://www.lpts.edu/BCSC2025
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Thursday, February 27: 
African American Religions, the Bible, and Exodus 
- Marbury, Pillars of Cloud and Fire, Ch. 2 (pp. 49-106). 
- Mingo, Have You Got Good Religion, Intro & Ch. 1 (pg. 1-50)  

Required Attendance: Thursday, February 27th, 2025, 5:30 pm (ET) Reception & Ministry 
Resource Fair | 6:30 pm (ET) Lecture In-person & Online 

EDWARDS PEACEMAKING LECTURESHIP: Can I Get a Witness: Cultivating the 
Courage of Moral Leaders 

2. A powerful exploration of the faith, courage, and moral 
imagination of civil rights-era Black Churchwomen who 
risked everything to transform our world. This lecture will 
highlight the lived theology and ethics of Black women, 
showcasing their public witness and courageous resistance to 
social injustice. Their hope for a better future offers 
invaluable lessons for our moral challenges today. 

3. Dr. Annemarie Mingo will be at Louisville Seminary to 
deliver the lecture in person with an option for remote participants to join virtually. 

 REGISTER TODAY!   https://givebutter.com/2025Edwards 

 
Wednesday, March 5: 
Paper topic discussion with Instructor by this date.  Please schedule an individual 
appointment. 

 

Thursday, March 6: 
African American Religion at the Turn of the Century: Gender, Missions, and Church-Building 
- Sernett, 232-50, 282-95, 376-401 (Payne, Lane, Crummell, Turner, Burroughs). 
- Marbury, Pillars of Cloud and Fire, Ch. 3 (pp. 107-132). 
- Weisenfeld, New World A-Coming, pp. 23-55. 

 

Wednesday, March 12 
Paper proposal and preliminary bibliography due by 5pm. 

Thursday, March 13: 
1. Proposal Workshop: In small groups, students will give each other feedback on their paper proposals. 
2. Urban Religion, the Great Migration, and the Harlem Renaissance 
- Sernett, 359-63, 368-75, 435-50 (AME Council of Bishops; Fisher and Mapp; Williams; Drake and 
Cayton). 
- Weisenfeld, New World A-Coming, pp. 56-127, 279-283. 
- Raboteau, Canaan Land, Ch. 5 (pp. 82-103). 

Thursday, March 20: 
No Class:  Research and Study Week 

https://givebutter.com/2025Edwards
https://givebutter.com/2025Edwards
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Unit III: The Civil Rights Movement 

Thursday, March 27: 
Religion and Origins of the Movement 
- Thurman, “What We May Learn from India,” and “Howard and Sue Bailey Thurman Meet with 
Mahatma Gandhi,” in Griffith, pp. 492-502. 
- Dickerson, “African American Religious Intellectuals and the Theological Foundations of the Civil 
Rights Movement, 1930-1955” Church History Vol. 74, Issue 2, June 2005, pp. 217-235. 

      - Mingo, Have You Got Good Religion, Ch. 2 & 3 (51-112)  
 

Wednesday, April 2nd: 
Worship Observation OR Oral History Interview assignment due by 5pm. 
 
Thursday, April 3rd: 
Lived Religion and Civil Rights 
- Raboteau, Canaan Land, Ch. 6 (pp. 104-123). 

     - Mingo, Have You Got Good Religion, Ch. 4, 5 & Epilogue (114-174). 
 
 

Thursday, April 10: 
Martin and Malcolm 
- Sernett, 512-35, 548-554 (Jackson; King, “Letter from a Birmingham Jail”; Thurman). 
- Malcolm X, “The Ballot or the Bullet,” http://malcolmxfiles.blogspot.com/2013/06/the-ballot-or- 
bullet-april-12-1964.html; “The Black Revolution,” http://malcolmxfiles.blogspot.com/2013/07/ 
the-black-revolution-april-8-1964.html. 
- Marbury, Pillars of Cloud and Fire, Ch. 4, pp. 133-169. 

Wednesday, April 16: 
Paper Outline and Rough Draft due by 5pm. 

Thursday April 17 - April 18:  
No Class – Class Cancelled – Easter Recess 

Thursday, April 24: 
1. Outline/Draft Workshop: In small groups, students will give each other feedback on their paper 
outlines and drafts. 
2. Religion, Black Power, and Black and Womanist Theologies 
- Sernett, pp. 555-79 (NCBC; Cone). 
- Kelly Brown Douglas, “Womanist Theology: What is its Relationship to Black Theology?,” in 
Wilmore and Cone, Black Theology, Vol. II, pp. 290-98. 
- Katie Cannon, “Hitting a Straight Lick with a Crooked Stick: The Womanist Dilemma in the 
Development of a Black Liberation Ethic,” in Wilmore and Cone, Black Theology, Vol. II, pp. 
300-305. 
- Marbury, Pillars of Cloud and Fire, Ch. 5, Conclusion (pp. 170-205). 
- Martin Luther King, Jr., “Beyond Vietnam: A Time to Break Silence” (1967), at http:// 
www.hartford-hwp.com/archives/45a/058.html (optional). 
 

http://malcolmxfiles.blogspot.com/2013/06/the-ballot-or-
http://malcolmxfiles.blogspot.com/2013/07/
http://www.hartford-hwp.com/archives/45a/058.html
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Thursday, May 1: 
Religion, Black Power, and Black Theology 
- Wilmore, The Church’s Response to the Black Manifesto, pp. 1-18. 
- Findlay, Church People in the Struggle, Ch. 7 (pp. 199-225). 
- Cressler, Authentically Black and Truly Catholic, Ch. 4 (pp. 116-151). 
- Gayraud S. Wilmore, Black Religion and Black Radicalism, Ch. 9, “Black Power, Black People, 
and Theological Renewal”  

Wednesday, May 7: 
Paper/Course Progress Discussion with Instructor by this date (anytime between April 24 
and May 7). 

 
 

Unit IV: Conclusion: Black Religion and Black Theology in the Late 20th 
Century 

Thursday, May 8: 
Student paper presentations. 
African American Religion From the “Long Civil Rights Movement” in the 1980s-90s to Black Lives Matter in the 
21st Century and Beyond 
- Raboteau, Canaan Land, Ch. 7 (pp. 124-135). 
- Katie Geneva Cannon, “Prophets for a New Day” (1998), in Simmons, pp. 621-625. 
- Hall, “The Long Civil Rights Movement and the Political Uses of the Past,” JAH, pp. 1233-63. 
- Michelle Alexander, “Introduction,” in The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of 
Colorblindness (New York: The New Press, 2010), pp. 1-19. 
- Jeremiah A. Wright, Jr., “Confusing God and Government,” https://www.blackpast.org/african-
american-history/2008-rev-jeremiah-wright-confusing-god-and-government/ 
- George Yancy and Judith Butler, “What’s Wrong With ‘All Lives Matter?” http:// 
opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/01/12/whats-wrong-with-all-lives-matter/?_r=0. 

Tuesday, May 13: 
Papers due at 5pm  
  

https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/2008-rev-jeremiah-wright-confusing-god-and-government/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/2008-rev-jeremiah-wright-confusing-god-and-government/
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